Seminar on defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status 

of Natura 2000 species and habitats

7 June 2005

In the frame of the Pin/Matra project “Management and restoration of Natura 2000 sites through an integrated River Basin Management Plan of the Dovine River, Lithuania”

&

In cooperation with the Lithuanian Ministry of Environment

Introduction:

In the course of the current Pin/Matra project and based on discussions with the Protected Areas Strategy Division under the Nature Protection Department and with the Institute of Botany respectively, a need for developing criteria and methodologies for defining Favourable Conservation Status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types has been identified as an indispensable tool for defining management measures for SCIs.

The seminar objective: 

· Presentations from other EU countries on criteria and methodology for defining Favourable Conservation Status for Natura 2000 species and habitats

· Workshop on setting up a methodology for defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status as a tool for management planning and monitoring in Lithuania. 

The seminar outputs: 

· Recommendations for developing Lithuanian criteria and method for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types as a base for designing management plans and measures for SCIs.

The target group (seminar participants):

· Relevant staff from the Ministry of Environment, the Nature Protection Department etc. (with responsibilities of handling the Natura 2000 network in Lithuania and for preparing management plans for SCIs).

· Relevant experts from the Institute of Botany and the Institute of Ecology (with expertise on Natura 2000 habitats and species in Lithuania).

.

The workshop venue:
Hotel Holiday Inn Vilnius 

Šeimyniškių 1, Vilnius
Translation between Lithuanian and English will be provided.

The preliminary seminar agenda:

Tuesday, 7 June 2005

09.00 
Welcome and introduction to the seminar


By Zenonas Gulbinas & Henk Zingstra, IAC


Presentation of seminar agenda and seminar participants


Presentation of the requirements of the Habitats Directive of securing favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat types


By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark

09.30 
Presentation on the current status of the Lithuanian Natura 2000 network and 
of defining favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat types occurring in Lithuania

By Algirdas Klimavicius, Ministry of Environment – Lithuania 
10.00 
Presentation of the Dutch approach on defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types
By John Janssen, Alterra Green World Research – The Netherlands

10.30
Coffee-breake
10.45 
Presentation of the Slovakian approach for defining and assessing 
favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Dr. Jan Seffer, Daphne - Slovakia

11.30 
Presentation of the Danish approach for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark

12.00 
Questions and remarks 

12.30
Lunch

13.30 
Workshop on elaborating Lithuanian criteria and definitions for assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types

15.00
Coffee-breake
18.00 
Dinner

The seminar starting point (background information):

As part of the work of the Ecological Working Group in the frame of the Pin/Matra project, the project activities include the following tasks:

5. Describe the current conservation status and elaborate recommendations for securing favourable conservation status of the Natura 2000 sites

a) For each pSCI, describe the current conservation status of the site and elaborate recommendations for securing FCS for the Natura 2000 habitat types and Natura 2000 species occurring in the given site.

i. In order to discuss 1) criteria for defining FCS, 2) methodology for defining FCS, and 3) defining FCS on national level and hence on site level, an exchange of information workshop will be organised and carried out with participation of experienced international experts, Lithuanian experts and staff of MoE. The workshop is scheduled to be carried out in June 2005. The draft workshop programme is attached beneath/will be elaborated in January-February 2005.

ii. Based on the findings from the workshop on FCS, recommendations will be elaborated for securing FCS for the Natura 2000 habitat types and species existing within the Dovine River Basin.

