Defining of Favourable Conservation Status of Non-forest Habitats and Assessing their Conservation Status  
(Definovanie a hodnotenie priaznivého stavu biotope)
Document describes methods for assessing conservation status of non-forest habitat types at the site level and at the national level. Document recalls respective Articles 1(e) and 1(i) that define favourable conservation status of habitats and species.   Against this background, criteria proposed to be used in assessing conservation status of non-forest habitats in Slovakia are stated, including: 

· Horizontal structure of habitat
· Vertical structure of habitat

· Area of the site  

· Threat to site 

· Range 

Linkages are established between the Criteria from HD and the Slovak criteria as follows:

Criterion (i) from HD      -  Slovak Criterion 5

Criterion (ii) of the HD   -  Slovak Criteria 1,2,3,4

Criterion (iii) of the HD  -  Slovak Criterion 1
Categories of Conservation Status of Non-Forest Habitats 
Conservation status of Non-forest habitats is expressed in four categories:
Excellent (A), Good  (B), Reduced ( C ), Insufficient (D) 

Categories A and B are represent favourable conservation status of habitat, while  C and D represent unfavourable conservation status of habitat. 

Above categories shall apply to criteria 1-3 and 5, while for Criterion 4 – Threats the following categories shall be used:

A- (absent), B (low) for favourable conservation status of habitat, and C (significant) and D (damaging, deteriorating) for unfavourable conservation status of habitat.
Definitions of Criteria describing conservation status of habitat
1. Horizontal Structure of Habitat 

Horizontal structure of the particular habitat is assesseed according to two sub-criteria 

Number of characteristic taxons  - scope for assessment is determined by minimum number of species and maximum recorded number of species for each habitat type Four equal intervals are determined within the scope corresponding to four assessment categories A-D .
Number of Indicative taxons  - scope for assessment is determined by minimum number of species and maximum recorded number of species for each habitat type. Four equal intervals are determined within the scope corresponding to four assessment categories A-D .

2. Vertical Structure of Habitat

It is assessed through four subcriteria represented by four respective vertical layers E0-E3.

3. Area of the Site   

Limit area values are determined for each habitat type.  Area bellow threshold is  considered unfavourable (category C or D), area above respective threshold is considered favourable ( category A or B).  

4. Threat to locality

Threat is determined on the basis of :

Presence of invasive native taxons - Abundance of invasive taxons is assessed against determined thresholds 

Presence of invasive neophytes  - Abundance of neophytes is assessed against determined thresholds 

5. Range 
It is assessed according to two sub-criteria 

Change in number of sites with a particular habitat – it is described in a map showing extinct site, existing sites and new sites.
Change in area of respective sites

 It is described in a diagram and in a map. 
Steps in identification of habitat conservation status:
Step 1: Identification of habitat:

Species record on site 

Screening of species record against SEN taxons, negative – differential taxons,  indicative taxons and characteristic taxons defined for particular habitat type. A testing procedure is described.

Step 2: Identification of habitat conservation status at a site level:
For each habitat type assessment table has been developed with specification of Habitat Criteria/Indicators together with their weights.

Overall (synthetic) numerical value is calculated.  Resulting value is classified into respective category of habitat status. 

Step 3:  Identification of habitat conservation status at a national level:

There are three steps in assessing conservation status of habitats at a national level:

· Summing synthetic values calculated for each habitat at a site level

· Summing of sites according to single criteria

· Showing distribution of quality of single sites on a map :
Three types of maps are developed:

Map showing sites where habitat is present.

Map showing changes in distribution of sites within a time period concerned

Map showing changes in area of respective sites where habitat is present  

Management measures for maintaining non-forest habitats in a favourable conservation status.

In this section for each habitat type (or group of habitats where appropriate) the following is described:

Short characteristics of habitat and where appropriate description of ecological conditions determining existence of particular habitat type.

Conservation status at a national level and management recommendations including but no limiting to:

Conservation status for each habitat type at a national level is summarised for each habitat type in the attached table.    Assessment was performed for nationally classified habitat types, since this classification is more detailed one. References to NATURA 2000 habitat types are established. It is why certain habitat types occur in more than one line.
Recommendations for immediate changes in management, proper type of management ( mowing, grazing) , intensity of management, season of the year when to perform a management , etc.

Definitions of Criteria describing conservation status of habitats

 (Definovanie kritérií stavu biotopu)

Horizontal Structure of Habitat 

Horizontal structure of the particular habitat is assesseed according to two sub-criteria 

Number of characteristic taxons  - scope for assessment is determined  by minimum number of species and maximum recorded number of species for each habitat type Four equal intervals are determined within the scope corresponding to four assessment categories A-D .

Number of Indicative taxons  - scope for assessment is determined by minimum number of species and maximum recorded number of species for each habitat type. Four equal intervals are determined within the scope corresponding to four assessment categories A-D .

Vertical Structure of Habitat

It is assessed through four subcriteria represented by four respective vertical layers E0-E3.

Area of the Site   

Limit area values are determined for each habitat type.  Area bellow threshold is  considered unfavourable (category C or D), area above respective threshold is considered favourable ( category A or B).  

Threat to site 
Threat is determined on the basis of :

Presence of invasive native taxons - Abundance of invasive taxons is assessed against determined thresholds 

Presence of invasive neophytes  - Abundance of neophytes is assessed against determined thresholds 

Range 

It is assessed according to two sub-criteria 

Change in number of sites with a particular habitat

Change in area of respective sites

Document further contains description for each habitat type of specific characteristics and parameters to be applied in assessment of conservation status.
