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Favourable Conservation Status of Natura 2000 species and habitats

7 June 2005

In the frame of the Pin/Matra project “Management and restoration of Natura 2000 sites through an integrated River Basin Management Plan of the Dovine River, Lithuania”

Seminar Agenda and Participants

The seminar was held on 7 June 2005 at Hotel Holiday Inn, Vilnius. The workshop agenda is enclosed as Annex A. 

There were 28 participants representing different national institutions present at the Seminar. The list of participants is enclosed as Annex B.

Five presentations were delivered during the Seminar and two group discussions. The presentations are included as Annex C to this report.
Translation between Lithuanian and English was provided.

The seminar objectives and outputs 

· Presentations from other EU countries on criteria and methodology for defining Favourable Conservation Status for Natura 2000 species and habitats

· Workshop on defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types as a base for designing management plans and measures for SCIs.

Content of Seminar Report

1. Main conclusions and recommendations for next steps

· Main seminar conclusions

· Recommendations for next steps

2. The seminar presentations

3. Results from the two group discussions

· Group 1 on defining FCS for forest habitats and species

· Group 2 on defining FCS for non-forest habitats and species

4. Resumé and remarks from the final plenary session

1) Main conclusions and recommendations for next steps

1.1. Main conclusions

· The Ministry of Environment and the scientific institutions agree on the importance of defining criteria for and assessing Favourable Conservation Status for the Natura 2000 habitat types and species existing in Lithuania

· The work is to some extent started up in Lithuania, but now it’s time that the work with defining FCS is given priority as part of the next steps of handling the Natura 2000 network in Lithuania

1.2. Recommendations for next steps 

a) The current conservation status and recommendations for securing FCS of the Natura 2000 habitat types and Natura 2000 species occurring in a given site should be outlined. This work has been initiated by the Phare project on management plans for protected areas in Lithuania, but needs further elaboration.
b) Sufficient financial resources and involvement of scientific institutions in the development of a methodology for defining Favourable Conservation Status should be secured and outlined in for instance a work plan by the Ministry of Environment

c) Criteria for defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status of each Natura 2000 habitat types and species should be discussed and agreed between the scientific institutions and the Ministry of Environment

d) Indicators and thresholds for the criteria on favourable conservation status for each habitat type and species should be defined, specified and agreed between the involved parties.

2) The seminar presentations

Zenonas Gulbinas introduced briefly the seminar purpose and invited the participants to introduce themselves. 

Henk Zingstra briefly introduced the definitions and importance of Favourable Conservation Status in assessing the Natura 2000 habitats and species of European importance. 

Karina Kitnaes presented the seminar agenda and objectives, the relationships between implementing the requirements of the Habitats and Birds Directive and the importance of securing and defining Favourable Conservation Status (please find attached the presentation). 

Algirdas Klimavičius gave a presentation on the achievements during the establishment of national Natura 2000 network and defining Favourable Conservation Status for the habitats and species of the European importance (please find attached the presentation). 
John Janssen gave a presentation about the experiences of the Netherlands in defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status for Natura 2000 habitats and species and preparing the management plans for Natura 2000 territories (please find attached the presentation). 

Jan Seffer shared in his presentation the experiences from Slovakia in defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status for habitats and species under the Natura 2000 network (please find attached the presentation). 

Karina Kitnaes presented the experience gained in Denmark in defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status for Natura 2000 habitats and species (please find attached the presentation). 

3) Results from the two group discussions

After the presentations, discussions on defining FCS for Lithuania were opened in two groups, i.e. Group 1 on forest habitats and species and Group 2 on non-forest habitats and species. The task of each group was to discuss and outline the following

· List of criteria for defining FCS

· List of measurable indicators of these criteria for defining FCS

· Action plan for time plan, organisational structure and procedures for proceeding the work on defining FCS 

After the group discussions, the results were presented in plenum as given beneath.

3.1. Group 1 on defining FCS for forest habitats and plant species

Outline for organizational structure of the report:

· Geographical range – setting criteria?

· Occupied area and geographical range

· Minimal habitat area – individually for each type of habitat

· Historical criteria?

Criteria for structure and quality of habitats

· Vertical structure and its quality?

· Wood age, number of separate old trees

· Self-regeneration

· Amount and quality of cut timber

· Natural disturbances (fires, windfalls and others)

Criteria on species composition:

· Total number of species 

· Specialized and indicative habitat species – KFH?

· Trees, scrubs, grasses, mosses?, lichens?, fungi?

· Fauna?

· Diagnostic syntax species

Criteria on negative factors:

· Anthropogenic disturbances (deforestation, melioration, trample, pollution and others)

· Invasive, alien and unrepresentative (negative indicative) species

· Global negative factors

· Considerable fragmentation (average area of the habitat)

3.2. Group 2 on defining FCS for non-forest habitats and plant species

	No.
	Criteria
	Indicators

	1.
	Natural geographical range
	Square of grid

	2.
	Area
	Variation (%)

	3.
	Status of characteristic species 
	· Characteristic species

· Dominant species

· Indicative species

	4.
	Structure and functions (7110)
	· Vertical structure

· Horizontal structure

· Coverage of shrubs’ layer

· Abiotic factors  


4) Resumé and remarks from the final plenary session

Compiled by Ms. Dalyte Matuleviciute, Institute of Botany

R. Čiuplys presented the results from the Group 1 discussion. 

J. Seffer noted that the most of the same issues had also been discussed in Slovakia. He suggested not to wasting time and finances on management, before definitions on FCS had been agreed between the ministry and the scientific institutions. He was of the opinion that it would be necessary to define applicable criteria. He emphasized, that during the data “gathering phase”, the primary attention could be paid to evaluation of species composition, because the indicative and typical species are used for the compilation of data to be reported to the EU. He noted that it has to be separated which data is of national versus European importance. 

K. Kitnaes kindly asked the group 1 to explain what was meant by historical criteria. 

D. Patalauskaitė explained there still existed forests in Lithuania, which have been never cut down, and their value could be defined using for instance criteria of species composition variation. 

R. Čiuplys commented that criteria of minimal area would be quite important dealing with the questions of practical management. 

I. Jukonienė presented the results from the Group 2 discussion. 

J. Janssen made the observation that upland bog is characterized as a specific habitat type, Attention should then be paid to the fact, that during a degradation of an upland bog, another habitat would naturally occur, e.g. forest habitats. Therefore it is essential to separate the disturbed parts of an upland bog from the natural undisturbed parts. He was of the opinion that more attention needs to be given to the species composition in the field, and to define, which species could be indicators and typical species of a given habitat type. 

V. Rašomavičius said that knowing the small quantity of botanists working in Lithuania, it would be good to know which criteria non-specialists could assess in the field. 

J. Janssen responded that it would not be necessary to assess all habitats in the same way and more attention could be paid to structures and functions of some of them. However he found that the species composition could be very important for assessing the status of the prioritised habitat types. 

V. Rašomavičius thanked the seminar organizers, especially Ms. Kitnaes and Mr. Zingstra for their understanding of the needs in Lithuania for defining criteria for favourable conservation status. He said that some information is available already. He noted that it is important to choose the right model, which could employ minimum financial and human resources and still enabling an evaluation of the actual conservation status of each habitat type and species. He expressed personal doubt, if the models used in Czech and Slovak Republics could be applicable in Lithuanian case. Regarding agreeing on a work plan for defining FCS, he expressed the opinion that it is also a lobby activity, and that the present seminar could be seen as an important part of making the ministry aware of the need for defining criteria and thresholds for Favourable Conservation Status. Now it is time that those issues need to be discussed on higher level at the Lithuanian MoE. 

D. Anuškevičius told that the financing issues were unclear and unresolved yet; however he was of the opinion, that it could become applicable with developing a monitoring system to assess the conservation status of habitat types and species. He was of the opinion that data shall be gathered by the employees of the directorates from the nature protection territories, and territories, where such directorates are lacking, could become the responsibility of the directorates as well. Furthermore because the appropriate assessments would be needed in many cases (not only the Natura 2000 territories) specialists from the scientific institutions would be hired and contracted for such work. 

K. Kitnaes informed that sets of Danish and Slovakian criteria for defining FCS are available in English and parts in Slovakian language. She asked the participants, if it would be relevant to provide the seminar participants with this information, either on the project website or by emails for everyone. 

The participants agreed to upload these documents on the website for inspiration. 

Annex A:
The seminar agenda

Tuesday, 7 June 2005

09.00 
Welcome and introduction to the seminar


By Zenonas Gulbinas & Henk Zingstra, IAC


Presentation of seminar agenda and seminar participants


Presentation of the requirements of the Habitats Directive of securing favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat types


By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark

09.30 
Presentation on the current status of the Lithuanian Natura 2000 network and 
of defining favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat 
types occurring in Lithuania

By Algirdas Klimavicius, Lithuanian Ministry of Environment
10.00 
Presentation of the Dutch approach on defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types and on how to design management plans in order to meet the requirements of securing favourable conservation status for species and habitat types

By John Janssen, Alterra Green World Research – The Netherlands

10.45 
Presentation of the Slovakian approach for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Dr. Jan Seffer, Daphne - Slovakia

11.30 
Presentation of the Danish approach for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark

12.00 
Questions and remarks 

12.30
Lunch

13.30 
Workshop on elaborating Lithuanian criteria and definitions for assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types

18.00 
Dinner
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	Edita Lydienė
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	International Agricultural Centre
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The Netherlands
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Denmark
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ksk@bioconsult.dk
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	Aleknonių k., 

Simno pšt.
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	Phone: +370 315 49540

Fax:  +370 315 49540

Mob.: +370-687-95983

zuvintas@takas.lt
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	Aleknonių k., 
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Annex C: 
Seminar presentations (power point presentations)

Presentation of the requirements of the Habitats Directive of securing favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat types
By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark

Presentation on the current status of the Lithuanian Natura 2000 network and of defining favourable conservation status for Natura 2000 species and habitat types occurring in Lithuania

By Algirdas Klimavicius, Lithuanian Ministry of Environment
Presentation of the Dutch approach on defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types and on how to design management plans in order to meet the requirements of securing favourable conservation status for species and habitat types

By John Janssen, Alterra Green World Research – The Netherlands

Presentation of the Slovakian approach for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Dr. Jan Seffer, Daphne - Slovakia

Presentation of the Danish approach for defining and assessing favourable conservation status of Natura 2000 species and habitat types 

By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult - Denmark
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