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Introduction:

The aim of the project is to test the combined implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directive and the Water Framework Directive in the Dovinė River Basin focussing on the introduction of the concepts of “Favourable Conservation Status” and “Good Ecological Status” and the identification of possible conflicts in the application of these concepts in the Dovine River Basin. 

The main output of the project will be a Management and Restoration Plan for the Dovinė River Basin as input to the Integrated River Basin Management Plan of the Nemunas River Basin District. The Management and Restoration Plan for the Dovinė River Basin will hold elements of the Programme of Measures as required in the IRBM for the Nemunas River excluding however economical aspects, water pricing etc. 

The Management and Restoration Plan for the Dovine River Basin will include two nature management (strategic) plans:  1) a draft nature management plan for the Žuvintas wetland areas (mire and fen complex), holding management recommendations, and 2) a wetland rehabilitation plan for Amalvas wetland areas (drained peatland/bog area) including recommendations to improve the hydrological situation for the rehabilitation of these peatlands. 

This workshop is the fifth workshop in a series of workshops carried out by the project:

1. Seminar on introduction of the project activities and EU requirements, April 2004.

2. Seminar on the status of the Natura 2000 habitats and species in the Dovinė Basin, December 2004.

3. Seminar on defining and assessing Favourable Conservation Status of Natura 2000 species and habitats, June 2005.

4. Monitoring of biological quality elements for assessing WFD typology and ecological status of inland surface water bodies, June 2005.

5. Peatland Restoration Workshop with focus on the Amalvas and Žuvintas mire and fen complexes, September 2005.

The workshop objective: 

· Present experiences on peatland rehabilitation and peatland management from the Netherlands, Denmark, Finland and Belarus to relevant Lithuanian experts

· Field visit to assess the situation with regard to the hydrology, vegetation and management of the Amalvas peatland area and the Žuvintas mire and fen complexes. 

· Discussion on restoration options for the drained peatlands and management options for the fen and mire complexes. 
The seminar outputs: 

· Recommendations for management and restoration of the peatlands as a contribution to achieving favourable conservation status. 

The target group (seminar participants):

· Staff of the Nature Protection Department of the Ministry of Environment

· Experts of the State Protected Areas Service

· Experts of protected areas with extensive peatland areas

· Relevant members of the ecology and hydrology working groups

.

The workshop venue:
The Nemunas Park Residence Hotel, Nemunaitis, Alytus r.

Translation between Lithuanian and English will be provided.

The preliminary seminar agenda:

Tuesday, 27 September 2005

12.00-13.00 
Leaving with bus from Vilnius to the Workshop venue 

16.00-16.30
Opening of the workshop; background information about the project.

By Zenonas Gulbinas & Henk Zingstra, IAC

16.30- 17.00
Introduction to the seminar agenda and seminar participants


By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult – Denmark

17.00-17.15 Coffee break

17.015-17.45 Presentation on the implementation of Natura 2000 in Lithuania: status and nature management planning. 

By Edita Lydienė, State Protected Areas Service.

17.045-18.15 Main ecological values, protection status, threats and management of Žuvintas Biosphere Reserve. 

By Arūnas Pranaitis, Žuvintas Biosphere Reserve.
19.30
 Dinner

Wednesday 28 September
09.00- 9.30 
Effect of changes in water management practices on water regime in Žuvintas Lake and Amalvas wetland


By Arvydas Povilaitis, Lithuanian University of Agriculture.

09.30-10.00
Wetland of Amalvas: past, present and perspectives (incl. discussion on proposals for nature management plan)
By Julius Taminskas, Institute of Geology and Geography.
10.00-10.15
Introduction to the field visit the Amalvas and Žuvintas mire and fen complexes


By Arūnas Pranaitis, Director of the Žuvintas Biosphere Reserve. 

10.30- 18.00 
Field visit including discussions about management and restoration options (incl. short field introductions to the existing situation and main obstacles of the Amalvas and Zuvintas mire and fen complexes). 

By Institute of Botany/Members of the Ecology Working Group

19.00 
Dinner

Thursday 29 September

09.00-11.00
Introduction to expert panel/group discussions on possibilities and recommendations for restoration and management


By Karina Kitnaes, Bio/consult Ltd. and Henk Zingstra, IAC.

Expert Panel/Groups – discussions and presentations based on the existing situation of the Amalvas and Žuvintas mire and fen complexes; management and restoration proposals based on the findings of the field visit and experiences from other countries. Ideas and proposals presented by experts from NL and BY. 

11.00 
Closure of the Seminar and Departure for Vilnius
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